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10110304  History of Architecture  and Human Settlements : Ancient Civilizations

The course is designed to arouse in the student a sense of curiosity and to sharpen the student’s powers of observation. The importance of 
the timelessness of architecture shall be emphasized. Students shall undertake a chronological study of world architecture with emphasis 
on the Indian sub-continent and a comparison of the different stages of developments in India and other parts of the world. The 
architectural study is to be linked with the social developments of civilizations, geographical and geological factors, materials and structures 
etc. the course shall include sketching and understanding of historical buildings, historical analyses and measured drawings.

Out Line of the Course:

LECTURE PLAN

Indus Valley civilization and the early Aryan architecture of the Ganges valley, Vedic planning principles. Study of the architecture of the 
Chinese, West Asian, Egyptian, Greek, Roman and Latin American civilization. Buddhist architecture in India and abroad.

Objective:

S. No. Week TOPIC OF CLASS LECTURE & DISCUSSION CLASS ACTIVITIES & ASSIGNMENTS

2 Week 2

Prehistoric/ Primitive Architecture- Introduction 
burial systems, megaliths and memorials                                                               
                                           • Eg: Oval huts near Nice, 
Dolmen tomb, Gallery grave, Passage grave, Cairns, 
Tumulus, Houses at Catal Huyuk, Stonehedge 

Lecture and Discussion
Assignment-I: Sketches as per examples 

 covered 

Introduction to the Course 
• Factors influencing Architecture – Relevance 
between human existence and habitat Prehistoric/ 
Primitive Architecture- Introduction                                                          
                              •Primitive people, shelters, 
settlements

1

3 Week 3

Lecture and Group discussion

LECTURE PLAN

Week 1

Re-cap; Lecture
CONTINUOUS Assignment-I on preparing 
a chart of Civilisations, time period, 

River Valley Civilisations
• Indus Valley and Aryan civilisations
• Architectural Character, building types and 3 Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

4

a chart of Civilisations, time period, 
place, people and bldgs./bldg. types

 Assignment-I 

Lecture and Discussion
Assignment-I: Sketches as per examples 
covered 

Re-cap; Lecture
CONTINUOUS Assignment-I on preparing 

• Architectural Character, building types and 
services, Gopuram
• Town Planning character & Vedic Town forms

River Valley Civilisations
• Introduction : Indus Valley and Aryan civilisations
• Architectural Character, building types and 
services, Gopuram

River Valley Civilisations
• Town Planning character & Vedic Town forms



5

6

Week 5
Egyptian Architecture – Introduction
• Background and Influences of people’s beliefs 
and reflections on Architecture

Interactive Lecture
Commencement of Assignment-II

7 Week 6

Week 5

Sketches as per examples covered 
(Column types, 1 Mastaba, Stepped & 
True Pyramid)

Lecture
Continuation of Assignment-II: Sketches 
as per examples covered (2 Cult Temples)

a chart of Civilisations, time period, 
place, people and bldgs./bldg. types

Egyptian Architecture –
• Architectural Character, building types, 
construction techniques 
• Religious burial systems - Transformations 
(Mastabas through pyramids), construction 
techniques; Eg. Pyramid of Cheops
Egyptian Architecture
• Temple forms – Mortuary and Cult; Eg. Temple of 
Khons 

Lecture and Discussion
Sketches as per examples covered

8 Week 7

9 Week 8 

as per examples covered (2 Cult Temples)
Test Duration: 45-60 Minutes

Lecture and Discussion

Sketches as per examples covered 

Assyrian Architecture – Introduction & Examples
• Architectural Character, building types
• Palaces, influence of Climate and Geology;    Eg. 
Palace of Sargon, Khorsabad
• Construction techniques: Arches, Corbelled 
Drains and Polychromatic brickwork

Week 910

Assyrian Architecture – Eg. Palace of Sargon, 

Assyrian Architecture –                                         Eg. 
Palace of Sargon, Khorsabad
• Construction techniques: Arches, Corbelled 
Drains and Polychromatic brickwork

Khons 

TEST-I (Objective type) on Topics covered                      
   up to 3 above

Lecture and Discussion

Sketches as per examples covered 
(Palace of Sargon, Polychromatic 
brickwork facade, Corbelled Drain) 
Commencement of Assignment-III

12 Week 11

11 Week 10

Week 12

Assyrian Architecture – Eg. Palace of Sargon, 
Khorsabad
• Construction techniques: Arches, Corbelled 
Drains and Polychromatic brickwork

Persian Architecture – Introduction & Examples
• Architectural Character, Const. techniques

TEST – II (Theory & Sketches) on Topics covered up 
to 14 above

Lecture and Discussion
Continuation of Assignment-III: Sketches 
as per examples covered (Palace, 
Stairway)

Week 1314
Test Duration: 45-60 Minutes

15 Week 14
Lecture and Discussion
Sketches as per examples covered

Chineese Civilization: Introduction & Examples
• Architectural Character, building typologies 

Persian Architecture – • Palaces, influence of 
Climate and Geology;    Eg. Palace of Persepolis

13

Lecture and Discussion
Sketches as per examples covered 
Continuation of Assignment-III

17 Week 16
• Announcement of FINAL  Internal 
Assessment Marks 

Week 1516

Revision and Remarks

Chineese Civilization: Introduction & Examples
• Architectural Character, building typologies 
•settlement layout and planning principles 
adopted



S.No. Category of Evaluation Marks Note

1 Assessment – I: Test - I 15

2
Assessment – II: Assignment 

II 15
Assessment – III: CONTINUOS 

Assignment-I       5

Test - II 15

3

The Marks allotted at each stage is 
tentative. Categories of evaluation may 
be increased or decreased (merged) on 
need-basis
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